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Thank you for your interest in the University of
North Florida. UNF is a comprehensive, urban

university offering 50 undergraduate degree

programs with 115 areas of concentration

through its five academic colleges. The
University, located in Jacksonville, Florida,

opened in 1972, and is nestled among 1,300

scenic acres that include nature and wildlife
areas. In 1972 slightly more than 2,000

students were registered. Enrollment is now

more than 15,000. While our University has
grown we have retained our most distinctive
feature - the individual attention each student

receives. Academic life at UNF involves much
more than attending classes. Enhance your
education in the honors program. Cultivate

your curiosities with a semester abroad.

Develop and distinguish yourself as an intern.

At UNF you are our first priority!
Become an Osprey and find out why we say:

No one like you.
No place like this.TM

Choose more and achieve more at the University of
North Florida. Cultivate and enrich your life with an

education that will always be with you. Define yourself.
Challenge yourself.

Succeed at UNF!

More than a mascot:

Campus home to wild ospreys
By Ross Brooks
ASSISTANT FEATURES EDITOR

Mascots are often a university's most recog
nizable feature. But tell someone you attend
the University of North Florida and they're
likely to ask you, “Now which school is that
again, the alligator or the bull?”
While the UNF Osprey might not garner
much mascot recognition in comparison to
other Division I schools around the state,
Harriet and Ozzie follow in the footsteps of
other bird-brained mascots that came before,
like Cocky from the University of South
Carolina and the Hokey of Virginia Tech.
However, UNF has something these older,
more storied programs lack. The UNF campus
contains not only metaphorical ospreys (teach
ers, students, athletes, etc.) but real, wild, fish
catching, egg-hatching ospreys as well, which
is one of the many reasons why the osprey
was chosen as the official mascot for the uni
versity in 1979.
With a wingspan of more than five feet,
eight razor-sharp talons and a beak strong
enough to be mistaken for a pair of wire cut
ters, the osprey is far more intimidating than
the armadillo, or seagull - two viable but ulti
mately unsatisfactory candidates in the 1979
election for mascot supremacy at UNF.
Intimidation factors aside, the osprey is a
unique predator that remains mostly misun
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derstood by the student population at large.
According to Dianna Flynt, center supervi
sor at the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey in
Maitland, Fla., an osprey's diet is 99 percent
fish, which is why the birds are found any
where near fresh and brackish water.
With a specialized diet comes specialized
hunting tactics. Unlike most raptors, whose
feet consist of three toes in the front and one.
in the back, the osprey is equipped with a
“reversed” toe, according to Flynt.
“Ospreys are capable of taking their third
toe and swinging it around to their back toe”
Flynt said. “When they dive into the water and
grasp the fish, they bring the one toe around
the backside, and as they are flying they put
one foot in front of the other to line the fish
up with themselves, making them
more aerodynamic.”
Trick toes and ah understanding of aerody
namics aside, ospreys stand out for their abili
ty to adjust and survive amongst the everincreasing destruction of Florida’s wild
places. Where a perfect osprey nesting spot
was once a towering, limbless, leafless dead
tree, logging and development have reduced
the availability of such trees, forcing the
ospreys to adapt.
“As we have come in and made changes to

the environment, they are adapting to our
changes,” Flynt said. “One of those adapta
tions is to nest in poles, power poles and cell
tower poles.”
The destruction of wild places has left
countless numbers of animals dead, injured or
homeless, with the osprey being no exception.
Fortunately, the Audubon Center for Birds of
Prey exists to help take in and rehabilitate
some of these birds, including an osprey
named Smedley, who was adopted by UNF
in 2000.
Pierre Allaire, vice president for institu
tional advancement, said the funds to support
Smedley range from $500 to $1,000 annually
“Through conservation organizations and
an account in the foundation, people can con
tribute to help Smedley.” Allaire said.
Unable to divulge the names of past con
tributors, Allaire said the number of Smedley
supporters lies somewhere between five and 10
individuals.
Allaire said the funds collected from UNF
go toward helping Smedley and other birds at
the center, and the donations would probably
continue for some time as “birds of prey like
that can live quite a long time in captivity.”
E-mail Ross Brooks at features@unfspinnaker.com.
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The man in female feathers
rey Henderson, the man behind UNF's
Harriet the Osprey, said he feels normal
when he's in costume. The 21-year-old
student was also the Panther mascot named
homecoming king at Ridgeview High
School in Orange Park, the Easter Bunny
and Santa's helper at the Avenues Mall.
Henderson spoke with the
Spinnaker about his role as Harriet
and what he hopes to accomplish here
at UNF.

T

Why did you decide to become a mascot?

"I wanted to be a mascot because I
was born with Down syndrome, and no
one would look at me funny if I had a
costume on."
What do you like
about being the
mascot at UNF?

"I like being the
mascot because I can
hide in the costume.
People won't look at
me because I'm differ
ent. And being the mas
cot at UNF is kind of fun. You get
to see a lot of games, and I get the crowd
pumped up."
What is the difference between serving as
a college mascot versus being a mascot in
high school?

"In college, they asked me to audition.
And when they told me I made it, I was
surprised."

How has playing Harriet the Osprey been
meaningful to you?

"I have to get into character because
I found out I was going to be a girl
mascot instead of a boy. It doesn't bother
me, but my dream is to be Ozzie. I want to
be Ozzie because he is a lady killer."
Compiled by Heather Furev.

The artist, Jim Wilson, was commissioned by UNF to create this artwork in honor of Dr. Hopkins inauguration.

n October 1, 1999, Dr. Anne H. Hopkins was inaugurated
as the fourth president of the University of North Florida.
The osprey, or pandion haliaetus, is the mascot of UNE
Well-adapted for capturing slippery fish with the help of sharp,
spiny projections on the soles of its feet, the osprey is a symbol for
tenacity and adaptability.
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The osprey

Fish-catcher and UNF have
a good friend in Fred Wetzel

By CYNTHIA PARKS
Times-Union Staff Writer
The birds of prey have suffered
some bad raps. A golden eagle tear
ing the flesh of a lamb was invariably
blamed for its death. A hawk circling
a chicken yard raised suspicions, and
shotguns, though it was likely looking
for a rodent. The bird lover who got
sentimental over the songbird resent
ed the falcon who swooped on it for
food.
When the raptor was not the target
of malice — even bounties in some
western states — he was simply more
visible, more irresistible, to the gun
man.
The osprey escaped much of this
malignity. His motive, fish-catching,
could not be misinterpreted. He never
appeared to threaten cute things, like
bunnies and wrens. In fact, he even
enjoyed some popularity for his dra
matic plunges into lakes and rivers.
But he. was still a victim. In the 40s
his eggs were thinned by DDT, and he
faced extinction.
But a staunch friend remained —
Fred Wetzel
“In the ,40s I got interested in birds
of prey. They were persecuted,” he
said, naming bounties and pesticides
as villains. “Now ecology study has
made some difference in that view.”
Wetzel is able to make a difference
to the creatures he admires. He
teaches about their adaptations in bi
ology classes at The Bolles School
And he paints them so that armchair
birdwatchers — those who delight in
the twitter at the backyard feeder —
can see and know another kind of
bird, the wild, shy, high-flying, strong

meeting of kindred minds. UNF build
ings are clustered to leave wild areas
as refuge for such as the osprey.
Wetzel’s osprey is a portrait. Strong
thrusting shoulders, talons ready,
hooked beak, yellow eye watchful,
skimming a campus lake.
“There are ospreys all over the
campus,” said Wetzel His binoculars
hung around his neck as he strolled a
dirt road alongside a newly dug lake.
“I like to take spring walks here.
Such a variety of habitats. Red
shouldered hawks, eagles . . ."
Wetzel has watched ospreys since
childhood, and his watercolor is from
30 years of notes — sketches and
words.
The details of the osprey — his
twisted primary feathers, his scaled
claws — are they important artisti
cally, or ornithologically?
Wetzel mused. He wasn’t making a
point of it, but he walked around the
deer tracks instead of on them.
“I could answer that for a week.
Any wildlife painter is faced by the
every-feather realism — not that you
see it that way — or painting like you
see it visually — the character of the
bird. ”
You really have to know a wild bird
to show his “character.”
Well, says Wetzel, it’s just like
knowing your pet and knowing what
he’s feeling by the lift of his ear or the
look in his eye. The osprey is differ
ent from the red-shouldered hawk. He
had with him his painting of the hawk
reproduced on the cover of Florida
Wildlife.
“The hawk is benign. He just sits on
a branch and waits for a mouse in an

‘The hawk is benign.
He just sits on a
branch and waits for a
mouse in an open
field. The osprey is
athletic, a fighter.’

'I wanted to show
the motion, the thrust,
then the muscular
power of the bird,
then the bird’s
character.’

winged, savage-browed raptor.
Wetzel’s watercolor of an osprey
Friday in the University

open field. The osprey is athletic, a
fighter.”
With relish, Wetzel describes his
fishing pattem. His plummeting verti
cal dive may submerge him com
pletely. He grasps not only with his
talons but with his spiny rasp-like
pads, and if his eyes are bigger than

Times-Union Staff Writer

The birds of prey have suffered
some bad raps. A golden eagle tear
ing the flesh of a lamb was invariably
blamed for its death. A hawk circling
a chicken yard raised suspicions, and
shotguns, though it was likely looking
for a rodent. The bird lover who got
sentimental over the songbird resent
ed the falcon who swooped on it for
food.
When the raptor was not the target
of malice — even bounties in some
western states — he was simply more
visible, more irresistible, to the gun
man.
The osprey escaped much of this
malignity. His motive, fish-catching,
could not be misinterpreted. He never
appeared to threaten cute things, like
bunnies and wrens. In fact, he even
enjoyed some popularity for his dra
matic plunges into lakes and rivers.
But he. was still a victim. In the 40s
his eggs were thinned by DDT, and he
faced extinction.
But a staunch friend remained —
Fred Wetzel.
“In the ,40s I got interested in birds
of prey. They were persecuted,” he
said, naming bounties and pesticides
as villains. “Now ecology study has
made some difference in that view.”
Wetzel is able to make a difference
to the creatures he admires. He
teaches about their adaptations in bi
ology classes at The Bolles School.
And he paints them so that armchair
birdwatchers — those who delight in
the twitter at the backyard feeder —
can see and know another kind of
bird, the wild, shy, high-flying, strong-

‘The hawk is benign.
He just sits on a
branch and waits for a
mouse in an open
field. The osprey is
athletic, a fighter.’
winged, savage-browed raptor.
Wetzel’s watercolor of an osprey
was unveiled Friday in the University
of North Florida library. The osprey
— by student, alumni, faculty and
staff vote — is the school’s symbol. It
beat out the armadillo for its
uniqueness, its status as an endan
gered species and because it makes
an environmental statement.
The osprey is also now a symbol of
UNF’s $100,000 campaign to finance
area scholarships, a faculty award, a
local history archives and a summer
program for gifted high school ju
niors.
The UNF Foundation Inc. commis
sioned Wetzel with gifts from Mack
McGriff, president of Charter Mort
gage Co., and Bruce Bower, president
of the Jacksonville National Bank.
Two editions of prints will be made.
The first edition of 100 will be signed,
numbered, remarked and framed and
given to donors of $1,000 or more. The
second special edition in April will
number 900 and be signed.
That Wetzel should be commis
sioned to paint an osprey for UNF, a
1,000-acre campus with 12 miles of
trails through five ecosystems — all
open to the public — seems to be the

The University of North Florida unveiled the painting of their mascot, the fish-catching

meeting of kindred minds. UNF build
ings are clustered to leave wild areas
as refuge for such as the osprey.
Wetzel’s osprey is a portrait. Strong
thrusting shoulders, talons ready,
hooked beak, yellow eye watchful,
skimming a campus lake.
“There are ospreys all over the
campus,” said Wetzel. His binoculars
hung around his neck as he strolled a
dirt road alongside a newly dug lake.
“I like to take spring walks here.
Such a variety of habitats. Red
shouldered hawks, eagles . . ”
Wetzel has watched ospreys since
childhood, and his watercolor is from
30 years of notes — sketches and
words.
The details of the osprey — his
twisted primary feathers, his scaled
claws — are they important artisti
cally, or ornithologically?
Wetzel mused. He wasn’t making a
point of it, but he walked around the
deer tracks instead of on them.
“I could answer that for a week.
Any wildlife painter is faced by the
every-feather realism — not that you
see it that way — or painting like you
see it visually — the character of the
bird. ”
You really have to know a wild bird
to show, his “character.”
Well, says Wetzel, it’s just like
knowing your pet and knowing what
he’s feeling by the lift of his ear or the
look in his eye. The osprey is differ
ent from the red-shouldered hawk. He
had with him his painting of the hawk
reproduced on the cover of Florida
Wildlife.
“The hawk is benign. He just sits on
a branch and waits for a mouse in an

'I wanted to show
the motion, the thrust,
then the muscular
power of the bird,
then the bird’s
character.’

WALTER STRICKLIN/Staff
the painting of their mascot, the fish-catching osprey, which was done by artist Fred Wetzel.

open field. The osprey is athletic, a
fighter.”
With relish, Wetzel describes his
fishing pattern. His plummeting verti
cal dive may submerge him com
pletely. He grasps not only with his
talons but with his spiny rasp-like
pads, and if his eyes are bigger than
his stomach and he grips too big a
fish, he may be dragged down to his
death.
Generally, though, he rises out of
the water with the fish in his claws,
shakes his feathers in flight as a dog
sheds water, and turns the fish head
forward for less resistance, easier
flying.
“Field observations are always in
complete, so every observation adds
to what is known,” says Wetzel, so he
watches. For 10 years he has kept an
eye on the ospreys at Goodbys Lake
and the colony at Racy Point, and he
listens with interest when told of a
big ragged nest beside the road to the
munitions depot at the Jacksonville
Naval Air Station.
He expects the same of his students,
not so they can draw birds, but so
they can see the wonder of their
adapting. For a lesson in aerodynam
ics he has the students build gliders
based on bird wing construction, and
the glider must stay aloft for 50 feet.

If there's no tree ...

A male osprey brings food home to a nest at the top of the communications tower at University and San Jose boulevards.

By Simon Barker-Benfield .
Staff writer

JoAnn Radcliffe bends over the slender
telescope pointed up at the two cellular
phone towers about 300 yards away.
For the second year in a row, she is
keeping an eye on the well-being of two
American ospreys, which have returned
to nest in one of the towers and raise an
other family of three chicks.
“The dad will bring the fish to her.. . .
He was tearing off big pieces . . . and
passing them over to her in the nest,”
Radcliffe said recently. “That’s why we
sort of thought that the little ones were
born, because she began tearing them
into smaller pieces.”
One tower contains the nest. The taller
tower next to it is used by the male
osprey as a lookout.
The telescope, designed for bird
watching, is at the front door of Radc
liffe’s store, Wild Birds Unlimited, at San
Jose and University boulevards. The
store specializes in supplies for people
who want to learn about bird-watching or
want to attract birds into their back
yards.
The telescope draws a steady stream of
people who know about the pair of
ospreys, and school groups are welcome.
“The kids come in. . .. People will ask,
‘How are the ospreys doing?’ “ Radcliffe
said.
After years of diminishing numbers and
the threat of extinction in some states as
the pesticide DDT weakened their eggs
and land development destroyed their
habitat, ospreys are making a comeback
along the East Coast, according to the In
ternational Osprey Foundation.
“They’ve rebounded very well,” said
Peggy Powell of the Duval County Audu
bon Society.
While eagles prefer to nest in live trees,
ospreys prefer a tall dead tree — or a
nice, tall inanimate structure like a cellu
lar tower.
The tower at San Jose and University is
by no means the only one home to a new
generation of osprey chicks. Development

—Don Burk/staff

JoAnn Radcliffe looks through the telescope at her store, Wild Birds Unlimited,
watching the ospreys.

may be eliminating the tall trees that the
birds are used to, but cellular towers,
powerline poles and channel markers
also provide the long views these raptors
prefer.
This year the nests can be seen along
San Jose south to Mandarin, south on
Roosevelt Boulevard to Jacksonville Na
val Air Station, along Kernan Road,
along Heckscher Drive and at other loca
tions.
Cellular towers are a mixed blessing for
birds.
They provide superb nesting sites for
ospreys, but are dangerous structures for
some migrating species, which can be
killed if they fly into them when weather
conditions reduce visibility, Powell said.
More dangerous are structures with
lights, such as TV antennas, lighthouses
and tall buildings with lighted windows,
Powell said.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
The International Osprey Foundation
P.O. Box 250
Sanibel, FL 33957-0250
On the Web: Jacksonville.com,
keyword osprey

The Raptor Center at the University
of Minnesota
Gabbert Raptor Bldg.
1920 Fitch Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55108
On the Web: Jacksonville.com.
keyword raptor
Phone: (612) 624-4745
Duval County Audubon Society
Phone: (904) 733-0550
On the Web: Jacksonville.com,
keyword Audubon
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Ospreys
From Page 1

Some osprey pairs
return
year after year to the same bas
ketlike nests of twigs and sticks.
The birds may build or occupy a
nest one year and then produce
eggs and chicks the next.
Typically, one to three eggs are
laid, but only one or two of the
chicks — the most aggressive —
will survive to maturity.
Also known as fish eagles or
fish hawks, the 21-inch to 24inch-long birds are brown on top
and white below, with a white
head and dark brown cheek
patches.
They are spectacular hunters.
An osprey will hover 100 to
300 feet above the water until it
spots a fish, then dive down, tal
ons thrust forward, wings above
the back, tail spread, cannon
balling into the water, some
times even fully submerging
from the force of the dive.
“They plummet into the wa
ter,” Powell said.
When an osprey heads back up
into the sky, it will pause in
midair to shake the water from
its feathers.
The bird has reversible front
toes, which allow it to rearrange
the fish it has caught so its head
is pointing forward, Radcliffe
said.
Ospreys feed almost exclu
sively on fish, although they will
sometimes eat small animals or
snakes, said Radcliffe, who puts
out food, mostly different kinds
of seed, to attract a variety of

OSPREY NESTS
Here are locations of some area cellular towers with osprey
nests. Note: This is not a comprehensive list, and it is difficult to
determine which sites are occupied. Some are still in the early
stages of formation.
• East of San Jose Boulevard at Mandarin Road
• West of Baymeadows Way at Philips Highway
• South of San Jose Boulevard at St. Augustine Road
• North of Sunbeam Road at Old Kings Road
• North of Sunbeam Road at Craven Road
• North of Heckscher Drive at Clapboard Creek
• Southeast of Roosevelt Boulevard at Wabash Avenue
• North of Roosevelt Boulevard at Timuquana Road
• North of Roosevelt Boulevard at Birmingham Avenue
• South of Kernan Boulevard at Mill Hill Drive
• South of Kernan Boulevard at Atlantic Boulevard

bird species to her own back
yard.
“Some birds eat bugs, some
birds eat seed, some birds eat
suet [fat] and finit,” said Radc
liffe, who uses a variety of feed
ers in her back yard for differ
ent foods.
“The Audubon [Society] says
you should have five feeders: a
ground feeder, also called a plat
form feeder; a seed tube feeder;
a hopper feeder; a thistle feeder;
and a suet feeder,” Radcliffe
said.
She now has brown thrashers,
cardinals, song sparrows, red
wing blackbirds, blue jays,
woodpeckers, American gold
finches, house wrens, northern
mockingbirds, hummingbirds
and others in her back yard.
Radcliffe figured that if she
liked birds there might be cus
tomers for a store like Wild
Birds Unlimited, which she
opened in late 1998.
One customer is Susan Towler,
who became interested in birds

about three years ago and de
cided to create a habitat for
birds, frogs and butterflies when
she and her husband reworked
their back yard.
“I love birds,” said Towler, a
manager at Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Florida.
αWe have at least five feeders
of different shapes and styles,
three bird baths and a little wa
ter pond,” she said.
The amenities she has pro
vided attract gold finches, east
ern starlings, tufted titmice, a
family of woodpeckers, cardi
nals, blue jays and others,
Towler said.
"Our birds come very close to
us when we are sitting on the
patio,” Towler said.
Now, she is feeding the second
generation of the woodpecker
pair, which has returned to the
Towler back yard.
“Birds have to have food, wa
ter, shelter and a place to raise
their young,” Radcliffe said.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA
’Established 1965 by act of the Florida
Legislature.
’Opened October 1972.
’One of nine public institutions of the State
University System of Florida.
’Accredited by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools at both the under
graduate and graduate levels.
* College of Business Administration accred
ited at the undergraduate level by the
American Assembly of Collegiate Schools
of Business.
’Teacher education programs and credits
earned recognized by the Florida Depart
ment of Education for certification purposes.
*40 degree programs offered through three
colleges — Arts & Sciences, Business Ad
ministration, Education — and two divi
sions — Nursing and Technology.

*172 full-time faculty, 85 per cent of whom
hold doctorate or terminal degree.
* Programs offered on the main UNF cam
pus, UNF Downtown Center, and 17 loca
tions throughout its five county service area.
* Average enrollment of 4120 students (197879 academic year); 40% full-time/60% parttime; 80% undergraduate/20% graduate;
46% men/54% women.
* Campus consists of 1,000 acres and a
physical plant valued at almost $25 million.
* A State-designated wildlife preserve and
bird sanctuary; more than 12 miles of
nature trails designated as National
Recreation Trails by the U.S. Department
of the Interior.
* An equal employment/educational/access
opportunity institution.

Scientific name: Pandion haliaetus carolinensis
Common names:
Sea Hawk, Fish Hawk, Sea Eagle
Wingspread:
4½ to 6 feet Body Length: 21 to 24½ inches
Habitat:
Near bodies of water which support its prey, fish
The osprey was adopted officially as the University of North Florida’s mascot during ceremonies in
November 1979. Its selection followed several referenda among UNF students, faculty, staff and
alumni and approval by UNF President Thomas G. Carpenter. A member of the hawk family and abun*
dant in Florida, the osprey’s most distinctive feature is a wide, irregular stripe extending from the base
of its bill and merging with its dark neck feathers. The stripe gives the appearance of a mask across the
osprey’s eyes.
The osprey’s wingspread is almost equal that of the eagle and routinely exceeds that of the largest
hawks. Its feet are large and stout, with uncommonly large, heavy, and remarkably sharp talons.
When attacking prey, the osprey does not pluck fish from the water, but dives headfirst for its prey. The
force of its dive often carries the hawk completely beneath the water’s surface. UNF’s mascot is con
sidered a “gentle” hawk, since it seldom, if ever, harms other birds or animals. Its primary intent is
securing food, normally surface-swimming fish of insignificant commercial value. Despite its gentle
reputation, the osprey has no known enemies due to its size, strength, and weapons. Only the bald
eagle is considered capable of successfully attacking the osprey, and then only if the eagle is intent on
the osprey’s fish catch.
There is only one species of osprey, and it ranges throughout the world. Unfortunately, the world
population appears to be decreasing because of the introduction of DDT and other pesticides into its
food source. In the United States, ospreys can be found in almost every state, but appear to thrive best
in southern states, particularly in Florida. Ospreys have been sighted on the UNF campus — a statedesignated bird sanctuary and wildlife preserve — where they may nest unmolested.

ST. JOHNS BLUFF ROAD

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA

UNIVERSITY
HOUSING

N

UNIVERSITYOF

NORTH

FLORIDA

JACKSONVILLE

I

Why “Nest” on

UNF’s Campus?

Students who live on UNF’s campus have
many advantages over commuting
students and those who choose larger,
more traditional colleges.

UNF’s campus is uniquely beautiful and
conveniently designed. The central
campus sits in the middle of 1,000 acres
of woods on the edge of suburban
Jacksonville in northeast Florida. In fact,
the beach and downtown are only
minutes away by car. UNF’s own
surrounding forest keeps the urban sprawl
out and the natural beauty in.
' The campus is “smoke-free” and offers
numerous fitness and wellness programs
and many opportunities for formal and

informal recreation through intramural
sports, nature trail walks, jogging, and
picnics.

In addition to the pleasure of living on
this beautiful campus, resident students
also enjoy many everyday convenience:
and social benefits:
Location—Student residences are less
than a five-minute walk to such

necessities as the cafeteria, library,
computer center, campus convenience
store, bookstore, and classes. Resident
students save time each day that normally
would be spent driving to, and parking
on, campus.

Students must provide their own
equipment to access these services. In
addition, UNF offers a discount long
distance calling service that includes
individual billing, off-campus calling card
and options for voice mail and FAXing.

Convenience—Each of the three housing
complexes offers its own coin laundry
facilities. In-house study lounges are
available to residents of Osprey Hall and
Osprey Landing. Recreation fields and
picnic pavilions built especially for
resident students are located near all
three housing communities.
Vending machines, the
bookstore, and a campus
convenience store are
nearby.

Channel 7, a closed-circuit housing and
campus information channel, is broadcast
to all campus housing units. Popular, firstrun video-movies and education programs
air daily on Channel 7, as well as roundthe-clock information on student safety,
campus events, student government
activities and housing
programs.

Social Interaction—
Opportunities to make
friends, communicate and
live with individuals from
diversified cultural and social
backgrounds abound at UNF Our
students come from all over the U.S. and
90 foreign countries, and they represent a
variety of ages (14 to 85 years of age),
ethnic backgrounds, career choices and
lifestyles.
Free Local Telephone and Cable TV
Service and Channel 7—All three UNF
housing options are wired for in-room,
local telephone and cable TV service
which are included in UNF’s rental rates.

Roommate Choice—
Although roommate
choices are not guaranteed,
every effort is made to
match students who have
requested each other. If you
do not make a choice, an
assignment will be made for you based
upon the information you provide on
your contract. So please take the time to
provide this information, and apply early!

Staffing—Peer support is provided to our
on-campus students through Resident
Assistants. These college students, and a
full-time professional staff member, reside
on campus to provide 2-hour assistance.
Athletic and Recreation Complex—
UNF students have free use of an indoor
Olympic size swimming pool, arena,

fitness center, tennis clubhouse, softball
field and track, as well as courts for tennis,
handball, basketball, racquetball and squash.
These facilities are less than a ten-minute
walk from housing. Harmon Baseball
Stadium, also located within the complex, is
home to UNF’s intercollegiate men’s
baseball team, and the Arena is the site of
both men’s and women’s intercollegiate
basketball and volleyball competitions. All
UNF students are admitted free to these and
all other women’s and men’s intercollegiate
competitions.

number of specially designed apartment
units for the physically challenged, and
specialized equipment.

Clearance To Land—An application
may be obtained from University
Housing in the Robinson Student Life
Center (Building 14), by returning the
enclosed response card, or by calling
(904) 646-2636 (Voice or TDD).

An advance deposit of $150 (which
includes a $50 non-refundable
processing charge) plus your Residence
Agreement Contract, starts the space
Activities—Other campus activities range
reservation process. The Housing
from popular films to dances, and concerts
Contract is a legally binding document
offering rock, jazz and classical music.
between the student and the
Informal recreation is made possible by the
University. The contract normally is
many natural settings in and around the
two semesters, beginning in the Fall
campus, including 12 miles of federally
and terminating at the end of Spring.
recognized nature trails as well as canoeing,
$100 of the advanced deposit serves as a
jogging, walking, or use of numerous onsecurity deposit which is refunded based
campus picnic areas.
upon satisfactory condition of rental
Something For Everyone—UNF’s housing unit upon departure.
experiences are available to students
Only Osprey Village apartments remain
regardless of race, color, religion, disability,
open throughout the entire summer.
or national origin. Disabled students are
accommodated in UNF’s Housing through
the modern design of all three complexes, a

Food Service:

DIVE INTO A
MEAL ON CAMPUS

Campus dining services, while open to all
of the University community, has
designed a number of meal plans that
help make campus living even more
convenient for resident students.
Osprey Hall residents must participate,
but may select from several plans that
allow for individual differences in
appetite by the number of meals included
each week.

Most plan options access an all-you-can
eat format in the University’s Osprey
Cafeteria, located conveniently near the
residential community. Some meal plans
also include “flex-dollars” which are
accepted at UNF’s Boathouse Grill, a
lakeside sports grill format featuring
pizzas, burgers, sandwiches, and beverages.
Beer is also available for those students of
legal age.

The Courtyard Cafe, located across
the courtyard from the bookstore,
features a “grab and go” format with
deli sandwiches, salads, beverages, and
frozen microwavable entrees.
For additional details about UNF meal
plans, please call (904) 646-2543.

Residents dine at the lakefront cafeteria. Nutritious meals are served daily.

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW

Important Numbers

*University Housing..................................... 646-2636

*Freshman∕Sophomore Advising................. 646-1012

*Admissions............................................... 646-2624

Food Services........................................... 646-2543
Ticket Box Office....................................... 646-2878
*Lost & Found (Police)................................ 646-2804

I.D. Cards................................................. 646-2878
*Emergencies∕Police.................................. 646-2800

SafeRide................................................... 646-2804

*Voice∕TDD

Osprey Landing

A Place to Spread Your Wings
UNF’s newest and third housing option gives 450
more UNF students the opportunity to experience the
convenience and fun of living in the University of
North Florida neighborhood. This three-building
complex joins campus apartments and the
residence hall as a modified suite-style
option in which two students share
a room and their own private
bath.

Described as “an efficiency
without kitchen,” the large (12’
X 32’) rooms exit to an outdoor
covered walkway and feature
built-in closets, central heat and
air conditioning and movable
hardwood furnishings.
Rooms also offer a vanity-sink and a
small snack area in which students may add
their own microwave and efficiency size refrigerator.
Other features of the brick complex include laundry
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room in each building, covered walkways on each floor,
lounges on every level with TVs and cooking facilities,
and a second-story sun deck to provide space for
community activities.
The $7 million project consists of three identical, threestory triads with triangular shaped central courtyards.
Osprey Landing is located just south of Osprey Hall.
Rent for the newest residence hall includes utilities,
cable television service (including an information
channel programmed especially for students), and
local phone service. Students must provide their
own phone and television equipment to access local
telephone and cable service. Also available is
student discounted, direct-dial, long-distance service
by a major national carrier.
Students living in the newest phase of the University’s
Housing program are not required to participate in
student meal-plans, but are encouraged to do so because
of freedom from cooking and cleaning.
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